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Abstract ; Joachim Bouvet( 1656—1730) ,a French Jesuit and
Figunst ,duning his whole life was kind of legendary. He came 1o
China in 1687, as one of six* King' s mathematicians” | the first
group of French missionaries to China, sent by the Sun King. He
taught Emperor Kangxi mathematics and astronomy. From 1708 to
1715, Bouvet was engaged in a survey of the country and the prepa-
ration of maps of its various provinces. He also had frequent corre-
spondences with Leibniz and wrote many books including a life story

of Emperor Kangxi, a survey of the worship of Heaven in the past
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and present,an explanation of the Yijing, etc. As a sinologist and the first Figurist in
China , Bouvet focused his research on Yijing, tryving to find a connection between the
Chinese classics and the Bible. Up till now , the research on Bouvet and his Figurism has
not found many students. This thesis aims 1o introduce Bouvet ' = Figurist texts, including
his basic theories and his ideas about Chinese classics and their points of view of the
True God and the Trinity.

Key words : Figurism  Christianity Chinese classics
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