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Abstract:In the present amicle | aitempt (o moke a conoeiva-
hle dinlogue between confucianism( Zha Xi, 1230-1300 ) and horme-
pevtics{ Hans-Georg Gualamser, 1900-2002 ). Both sides in this dia-
bogase , which should be viewed in fact os & comparison, can show
wonse aistobogical tramsformation evenis’ phesemona as they unfold il-
lustratively before us. These events are aothing bat three forms ol
relmtion ; text in relation to twwth, oth in elation @ meaning , ansl
methed In relation jo cultivation. Throogh these we can find 8 com-
mon onto-hermeneutic chamacter , which can e aecounted for™ imns-
Tormntion of means inio end ™, mamcly impsformation. of text woe

truth ,of meaning into nsth and of method into cultivation,
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Absiract ; The old question , whether there was®” Chiness philos-
ophy ™ in truaditionn] Chino , wos mised agodn in contection with the
recent dhiscussion over ihe” Leghimacy of Chiness Philosophy ™. This
ruesticn s melated s e definition of ™ philosophy ™ . In face of this
discussion , | provide two new points of view ; Firs il §s necessary 1o
distinguish between * philssophy 0z an intelleciual tradition ™ and
“philosophy as a modem discipline™, Next, even the™ philosophy as
un intelleciual tralition” was a changing concept in Western history.
Avconding 1o the st point of view, | offion the existenoe of ™ Chi-
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nese philosophy as an intellectual wraditin ™ in the past, acknowlbedging that the disci-
pline of” Chinese philosophy ™ hos been” constructied " by modem Chinese intellectuals on
the Western maodel, Acoording to the second point of view ] sssert that traditional* Chi-
nese philosophy ™ is the most akin o the” philossphy a5 8 way of 1ife" in the Hellenistic
philosaphy.

Key words; Chinese philosophy , philosophy as an intellectual wadiion , philssaphy
i & modem discipline , philosophy 0s o way of |ife
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[MERESAEAES LBBIRARREE |
thught by the simdopisl Wollgang Osmserom. Ia ihe intmdhsction Ommedsem sinies,
thit Ehung Fai is one of the most mportant scholirs of Song dynasty Meo-Confucianismn.,
bait hns been widely neglected in the West, Sinslogical or philosophical publications ane
nol oily rare, hay mereover mostly of medectory. charmcter only , therefore lacking in
perolden consciossness and insight into the dynamice of trans-coliural plilosoploe, My ddjs-
cigssion of Gemman research on Zhang FZai tries o enter info this dymomic’ by developing
the following philsophical hypotlsis:the interest in Zhang Zai and Wang Fuzhi is nod
just ape ol these arldirary clineces which ofien guide Western sinology , it i reflects
rimacinusly or unconscioasly, the growing imponiance of an eaergene philoophy o Gmnmo-
arnce for trans-culiuml philssaphy.

At this point the contemporary significance of Confuckon energetios. emerges , os it
in, within the fmnswork of Conlicion cithics, mlated 1w oo mdical otempe 1o anfold de
notion of immanent francendence, Thus the possibility of contemporury philosophy and
Caniliician eficngetics to fomm a listonecal constellotion and 1o svercoms ile Hmliathns of
comprmtive eseanch comes indo sight. But the guestion of haw b use (he pesciinces of
clossical Chinese philosophy or Neo-Confiscianism within the Geld of contemposrry phi-
losapbiy is still very dilficull o answer wsloy { the ongoing debates on the legitimnoy of
*Chinese philosophy ™ gaeeng Western anad Chinese scholars testify 10 this ), This paper
thus only tries o constnict o truns-cultural proldematic shared by contemporary philoso-
phiy nnal Confucinn energetics by conducting an annlysis of Ommeddsom ' s pescarch on
Zhang Zai and its comparison with related discussions s the work of Frangeds Jullien.

Ky words . Xang #ai , Wollgang Ommerbom , Neo-Confucianiam , Gemman Sinology
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